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Final Top Line Survey Results 
Congressional District 17 – Automated Poll 
Sample Size: 1,000 Registered Likely Voters  

Conducted: May 7-8, 2010 
 

Hello, this is Dennis Owens from ABC27 News conducting a 4-question survey in South Central 
Pennsylvania.    
 
F1: Please rank your chances of voting in the upcoming primary election for United States 
Congress on Tuesday, May 18th.  If you rank your chances of voting in this election as excellent, 
press 1. For good, press 2. For fair, press 3.  Or, if you rank your chances as poor or you do not 
plan to vote, press 4. 
        
1. Excellent   869 87%   
2. Good   131 13%   
3. Fair (Terminate) 
4. Poor (Terminate) 
 
 
Q1. Do you approve or disapprove of the job Barack Obama is doing as President?  If you 
approve, press 1.  If you disapprove, press 2.  Or if you are undecided, press 3. 
       
1. Approve  319 32%   
2. Disapprove 562 56%   
3. Undecided 119 12%   
 
 
Q2. Do you think Tim Holden has done his job as Unites States Congressman well enough to 
deserve reelection, or do you think it is time to give a new person a chance?  If you think Tim 
Holden should be reelected, press 1.  If you think it is time for a new person press 2.  Or, if you 
are undecided, press 3. 
        
1. Reelect Holden  382 38%   
2. Time for New person 422 42%   
3. Undecided  196 20%   
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Q3. If you are registered to vote as a Republican, please press 1.  If you are registered to vote 
as a Democrat, press 2.  If you are registered to vote as something else, press 3. 
 
1. Republican 530 53% 
2. Democrat  400 40% 
3. Other   70 07% 
 
 
[IF REPUBLICAN, ASK Q4A; IF DEMOCRAT, ASK Q4B; IF OTHER, SKIP TO END OF SURVEY] 
 
Q4A. If the Republican primary election for United States Congress were held today, and the 
candidates were Dave Argall, Josh First, Frank Ryan, and Allen Griffith, for whom would you 
vote?  (NAMES TO BE ROTATED) 
 
To vote for Dave Argall, press 1.  To vote for Josh First, press 2.  To vote for Frank Ryan, press 
3.  To vote for Allen Griffith, press 4. Or, if you are undecided, press 5. 
 
[N=530]                                                 
                                                                          
1. Argall  111 21%          
2. First  39 07%                    
3. Ryan  88 17%                    
4. Griffith  25 05%                    
5. Undecided 251 47%                    
6. Refuse  15 03%                    
 
 
Q4B. If the Democratic primary election for United States Congress were held today, would you 
vote for Tim Holden or Sheila Dow-Ford?  (NAMES TO BE ROTATED) 
 
To vote for Tim Holden, press 1.  To vote for Sheila Dow-Ford, press 2. Or, if you are undecided, 
press 3. 
 
[N=400]                                                   
 
1. Holden  216 54%                     
2. Dow-Ford  108 27%                     
3. Undecided 72 18%                     
4. Refuse  4 01%                     
 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.  YOU MAY HANG UP TO END THIS CALL. 
 
Q5. Age (from record) 
    All  Rep  Dem  
1. 18-29  60 06%  08%  07%  
2. 30-44  130 13%  16%  12% 
3. 45-59  390 39%  30%  34% 
4. 60+  420 42%  46%  47% 
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Q6. Gender (from record) 
 
    All  Rep  Dem 
1. Male  476 48%  50%  49% 
2. Female  524 52%  50%  51% 
 
 
Q7. Area (from record) 
    All  Rep  Dem  
1. Berks  160 16%  13%  17% 
2. Dauphin  390 39%  37%  41% 
3. Lebanon  180 18%  23%  13% 
4. Perry  30 03%  04%  02% 
5. Schuylkill  240 24%  23%  27% 
 
 
Q8. Times voted last four primaries (from record) 
 
  All  Rep  Dem  
1X 197 20%  24%  12% 
2X 258 26%  22%  30% 
3X 236 24%  21%  26% 
4X 309 31%  33%  32% 
 
 
The margin of error for a sample size of 1,000 is +/-3.10%  
---------- 
The margin of error for a sample size of 530 Republicans is +/-4.26% 
---------- 
The margin of error for a sample size of 400 Democrats is +/-4.90% 
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